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M E S S A G E   f rom the  president

The beginning of May is always an exciting time on the George 
Fox campus – graduation time. Parents, grandparents, spouses, 
friends and others join our undergraduate and graduate students 
in celebrating their achievement. Smiles, shouts of joy – even air 
horns – ring through the air.  

For faculty and staff, it’s a time to reflect on the development 
of our students and the changes we’ve observed in them over 
their years at George Fox. I have a notebook on my desk that 
contains many of the letters and writings of longtime president 

Levi Pennington. Though he served more than 70 years ago, his thoughts still ring true 
today. Recently I read some of his observations on change and the mission of George Fox 
University: 

“Johnnie,” said the boy’s teacher, “what is the shape of the earth?”  Johnnie replied, “My pa says 
that the world is in about the worst shape it has ever been in.”

Well, whether Pa was right or not, the world is in a rapidly changing state, and the task 
of preparing young men and women for life in it is not an easy one. Living in the midst of this 
change, as we do, it is difficult for us to realize how great have been the changes even since 
the beginning of the 20th century. Riding in the train – they say it is still more emphatically 
true if one is riding in an airplane, but I wouldn’t know – one needs to look out at the passing 
landscape to realize the speed of travel. 

The auto, the airplane, the radio, the thousand domestic uses of electricity, air conditioning 
– why go on? – have made our outward world a very different one from that of our own boy-
hood – or girlhood, though that is naturally not so far back, whatever the calendar may say. 

And we who are educators must prepare young people for life in this rapidly changing 
world. What is to be our guiding principle? What shall determine our aim and method?  Well, 
one thing we need to remember is that in this world of change, certain things remain stable. 

Well, it is my personal conviction that the one most positive preparation for life is char-
acter. To develop industry, versatility, resourcefulness, dependability, alertness, honesty, 
straightforwardness, self-reliance, the power to give and to secure cooperation, a genuine 
love for humanity and loyalty to God and truth – if the teacher can succeed in developing 
character of this sort, his or her work cannot fail.”

Pacific College was founded in 1891 with a vision for its students to “dedicate their lives to 
the service of Christ.” Its mission included an emphasis on “the ideal of service rather than 
selfishness, and of character as well as scholarship.” Our culture often assumes that we live 
in the greatest time of change. As Pennington notes, that assessment is always a matter of 
perspective. Change has always been part of the human condition, and it has become more 
rapid as we’ve progressed into the 21st century. Whatever the changes we face in culture, 
certain aspects should remain constant. Although our world is very different from the one 
that was present in 1891 when the college was founded, its mission has remained constant 
and firm.   

Standing on the stage during commencement, shaking the hands of hundreds of gradu-
ates, I was encouraged that our founders would be pleased that their vision was still at the 
forefront of the college they founded more than 120 years ago.  

Robin Baker
President

Some Things Don’t Change
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A  s t y l i z e d  c m a p e  o f  a  p y r a m i d  w a s  i n l a y e d  i n t o  t h e  h e l m e t  t o  s u b t l y . 4 7 m i n d  p l a y e r s  o f  C o a c h  C a s e y ’ s  “ P y r a m i d  o f  E x c e l l e n c e , f 
 Q w h i c h  e m p h a s i z - e s  q u a l i t i e s  l i k e  p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  s e r v a n t  l e a d e r s h i p .   

T h e  d e s i g n  f e a t u r e s  a n  i n l a i d  c a r b o n  f i u 0 6 3  1 a r b o n  f 9  i n l a 1 t t e r n ,  o f m a m 
 1 a n l n t o a l m e t  6  l 
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or most brothers, getting into a few back-yard.19uffles is just part of growing up together. Not so in their case, claim sib-

lings Justin and Jake Vanier. “We were kind of best buds all the way through because we’re so close in age, .0says Justin. “We always had a lot of fun just hanging out, .0agrees Jake. OK, but hypothetically .. .“Yeah, I’d win, .0says Justin without hesita-tion.  “He’s the older brother, so he always made sure he established his authority, .0says Jake with a sly smile only a younger brother would understand. “He’s always been a little bit taller, a little bit stronger. . So maybe big brother picked on little broth-

er every now and then – but nobody else had better think about it. “I’m a very protective 
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THE FOSTER FILE 

Age: 72

Home: Rural foothills near 
Denver

Family: Wife Carolynn 
(married 47 years); sons 
Joel and Nathan, married to 
Tess and Christy, respec-
tively; eight grandchildren

Education: BA, religion and 
philosophy, George Fox 
(1964); D.Th.P. (doctor of 
pastoral theology), Fuller 
Theological Seminary 
(1970)

It’s been 50 years since you graduated from George Fox. What memo-
ries come to mind as you walk across campus?
It’s wonderful to see the canyon. Many of the trees there are the 
same – they’re old friends. They have grown a bit older and taller … 
I’ve just grown older! I also think of the people, like Arthur Roberts 
and Lon Fendall. Lon and I established a ministry called “Youth 
Accent,” and we would travel together to various churches to speak. 
Sometimes Howard Macy would join us and play the trumpet. 
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Business by

att Watson adjusts his tie, takes a seat and smiles for the camera, doing his best not to 
flinch. On his left employees launch paperwork and random office supplies in his direc-
tion, while on his right two graphic designers gleefully ready to douse him with a bucket 

of Gatorade. Meanwhile, his dog and young son randomly wander over to take part in the fun.    
For many small business owners, this kind of commotion on a weekday afternoon would be a 

major distraction. For Watson, it’s just another day at the office. After all, the owner of branding 
firm Watson Creative is in the business of controlled chaos. He thrives on taking all the creative 
energy his team can launch in his direction and translating it into real products and services that 
boost the bottom lines of both his company and his clients.  

And, if at the end of the day you end up soaking wet and covered in old contracts, paper clips 
and rubber bands, so be it. That’s the business of design. Or, as Watson likes to call it, business 
by design.  

MBA alumnus Matt Watson  
turns creative chaos into big profits

By Jeremy Lloyd
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It doesn’t seem that long ago when the Class of 2014 first set foot on campus, 
young minds ready to be encouraged, challenged and refined. Today, they’re 
ready for the next steps in their lives. Before they left campus, we asked some of 

our most outstanding graduating seniors a simple question: What’s next? Here are some of our favorite answers. Visit 
georgefox.edu/classof2014 to read more.

What’s Next
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